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ceived. Sir Thomas Seymour proved acquiescent. Cromwell
also favored the alliance. He hoped that this might be a means
of mitigating the Howard opposition to the Reformation; per-
haps, having concluded this alliance, he could even win the
Howard support of his policies by judicious concessions and
bribing grants.

The marriage of the Duchess of Richmond to Sir Thomas
Seymour was suggested to the King by Cromwell, and his per-
suasions were successful. The King looked with favor upon the
match and charged Cromwell to conclude it if possible.52 The
Duchess of Richmond's consent, however, was not so easily
gained. She had only recently received her dowry as the widow
of the Duke of Richmond, the King having withheld it for al-
most two years after Richmond's death. Having much of the
arrogance of her mother, she probably did not want to give up
her newly acquired independence. Nevertheless, in spite of her
lack of inclination for this marriage, Cromwell was apparently
winning her to a more favorable view when she suddenly left
the court to return to Kenninghall. The reason for this abrupt
departure is not known.53 Perhaps she went to consult her
brother, Surrey, who was there. If so, Surrey's personal dislike
of the Seymours, which dated from his imprisonment in the
previous year, and his habitual refusal to compromise would
certainly have led him to oppose such a marriage.54 Whatever
the motives prompting her rejection of the hand of Sir Thomas
Seymour, the Duchess remained a widow at this time.

xiv. The situation of England in foreign political affairs was
critical during the winter of 1538-1539. In the autumn of 1537
the hostilities between Charles V and Francis I had almost
dwindled away in spite of Henry VIII's efforts to keep between
them the state of open war which had prevented either of these
Continental monarchs from being able to use the English revolt,
known as the Pilgrimage of Grace, to Henry's disadvantage.
Failing to keep them at war, Henry sought to bind one or the

* Cf . Bapst, p. 238.
64 The Duchess of Richmond's testimony to the contrary (Lord Herbert, p. 563)
refers, I believe, to a later incident; see below, p. 197.